DAILY BIBLE STUDIES 

"THE INHERITANCE OF GOD’S CHILDREN”   

1 PETER 1:4-5

JUNE 25-JULY 1, 2006

THE LORD'S DAY – This week we get a description from the Apostle Peter of the “inheritance” of the believer.  We’ve already been shown the glorious salvation given by our glorious God. Now Peter encourages the saints by setting their gaze past the temporary nature of this life, with its trouble, onto an eternal inheritance with all its glory.  I pray you have part in this inheritance as an “heir” of God.  Read 1 Peter 1:3-5. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today? 

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God by His Spirit and Word to teach you this week.

MONDAY – In verse 4 we find the key word for our study—“inheritance.”  The Greek word used here is “kleronomia” which means “heirship, a patrimony or possession:-inheritance”.  We see that an inheritance is wealth, possession, legacy; something passed down or received by being a member of a particular family.  Both the Old and New Testaments speak often about this topic.  The inheritance that Peter is describing here is the eternal blessings promised to those who are “in Christ.”  If a person has been born again and is a child of God (John 1:12-13), they have a guaranteed inheritance, secured and sealed to them by the indwelling Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:14).  Read Colossians 1:12-14 and Hebrews 9:15. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Praise God today, if you are His child, that He has given us a pledge and promise of eternal blessing guaranteed by the Spirit living within us.

TUESDAY – As Peter continues we find He begins to describe in more detail this inheritance of believers.  He says that this inheritance is “incorruptible” or “imperishable.”  The Greek word is “aphthartos” which means “undecaying (in essence or continuance), not corruptible, immortal.  This word speaks of something not capable of corruption.

In Romans 1:23, Paul uses this word to describe God in saying that God is “exempt from the wear, waste, and ultimate final perishing which characterize the present body of man” (Spiros Zodhiates’ Lexical Aids to the New Testament).  In 1 Peter we are being told that our inheritance is not subject to decay, destruction, and lost like many “earthly” inheritances, including much of the Israelite’s earthly inheritance, lost because of their sin.  Read Matthew 6:19-21. 
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank God that as a believer you have an inheritance that is safe from being lost or “losing value” and ask God to help you work toward rewards (treasure) that will last as well. 

WEDNESDAY – Next, in Peter’s description of the believer’s inheritance, he says that it is “undefiled and that it does not fade away.”  He is saying that our eternal inheritance is free from pollution and the stain of sin.  We see the contrast clear in Scripture between the defilement of an earthly inheritance and the flawless, perfect spiritual inheritance in Jesus Christ.  Also, our inheritance as believers will not “fade away.”  This re-emphasizes the thought of “incorruptible” as we understand that the inheritance that is ours in Christ will never lose its luster or magnificence.  This word, in the Greek, is used to describe a flower that doesn’t wither or die.  The Kingdom of Heaven, our eternal inheritance will never be touched or polluted, nor will it experience the decay of this sinful world and the influence of sin.  Read Romans 8:19-22, Luke 12:23, and 2 Corinthians 5:21. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank God today for an inheritance that can’t be touched by sin, time, or this world.   

THURSDAY – Peter closes out verse 4 with a phrase that speaks to the security of the believer’s inheritance.  Not only is it permanent and incorruptible and unable to decay or be polluted, it is also secure in that it is “reserved in heaven”.  The word “reserved” in the Greek is “tereo” which means “to guard (from loss or injury by keeping the eye upon).”  Our inheritance is “guarded” or “watched over,” and both the inheritance, and where it is (heaven), awaiting the true believer, is fixed and secure.  Heaven is the most secure place in all the created universe.  Read these verses speaking of heaven and its security.  Notice what, or who, will and will not enter.  Read Revelation 21:27, 22:14-15. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Adore and praise the Lord for His holiness and thank Him for the security and holiness of our future home as believers. 

FRIDAY – Verse 5 and the last two words of verse 4 tell us that it is not only the inheritance that is divinely guarded, but those who are the children of God, the possessors of this inheritance, are also “kept by the power of God.”  This phrase from the Holy Spirit through Peter is letting us know that God continuously protects, in His sovereign power, those whom He has elected for salvation.  This provides the true believer with a lasting, enduring hope of his sure and final victory and security in Jesus.  All of Satan’s attacks, all of the attacks of false professors, all of sin and Satan’s fury against the elect of God fall impotent and powerless before them.  Read Romans 8:31-39 and Jude 24-25. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: God my Father, Thank You for Your protection.  Thank You that all the fury against me as a true believer is powerless because I am kept by You. 

SATURDAY – Finally in verse 5 Peter ends by giving us the element in the life of the elect that gives evidence that God is keeping and protecting them—“faith.”  Peter says this is “faith for salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time.”  God gave His elect the gift of faith at the moment of salvation and justification (Ephesians 2:8-9, 2 Corinthians 5:21).  He then continues to preserve it through His elect.  Living faith never dies (Matthew 24:13, Hebrews 3:14).  We then, as believers, look beyond this life to a full and final “rescue” or “deliverance” (salvation).  This will finally be revealed “in the last time” when redemptive history comes to a close at Christ’s return (Matthew 25:34).  What an inheritance!  Read 2 Timothy 4:18. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Oh God, may You be forever praised for Your incomprehensible plan and Your wondrous love and grace.  Thank You that it is You who helps the true believer exercise “saving faith”.

